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I am delighted to welcome you to the 2017 Annual Parish Meeting of Swallowfield Parish Council. Once
again, I have decided to go with the format of inviting speakers that are relevant to the local community
and ending the evening with an opportunity to meet and listen to you, our residents. This annual update
newsletter is a new idea for us and replaces the written reports that used to be produced but rarely read. I
hope that this gives you a feel for what we have undertaken in another busy and interesting twelve
months. Of course, if you require greater details please do not hesitate to contact us.
The Parish Council is very aware that we are the custodians of your assets and your money. We work
hard to ensure that both are well managed and, once again, we have managed our finances to ensure
that there is no increase per household in the Parish Council part of the precept.
Finally I would like to express my gratitude to our Councillors, supported by our Clerk, Finance Officer,
Caretaker and Parish Warden, for their efforts over the past year on behalf of the community.
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It has been a tale of two halves this year
when it comes to recreation within the
parish. We have seen some real highs
and unfortunately some frustrating lows.
The past 12 months has seen the
completion of the new MUGA (Multi User
Games Area, in case you were
wondering!) at Swallowfield recreation
ground. Whilst the “Grand” opening was
a complete wash out due to extraordinary rain fall the pitch
itself has been and continues to be a real success. We are
also seeing a resurgence in the use of our football pitches and
the play equipment is, as ever, very popular.
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CALICO TRUST
The Calico Trust is a charity managed under the guidance of the Charities Commission Its purpose is
to help families within the parish, help takes a variety of forms and the trustees have a clear set of
criteria laid down by the Commission by which they must abide.
Any of the Trustees may be contacted, in confidence, by any parishioner or local organisation who is in
need of assistance.
The Trustees are: Dr. Will Beacham, Chairman, Ros Riddell, Wendy Holloway, Michael Dexter-Elisha,
Church representative: Emma Shepherd, Treasurer, Celia Adams, Administration (988 4661).
Copies of the annual report are available on the Swallowfield Parish website or from the Parish Office.

Through the year we have seen lots of mindless vandalism
with bins being set on fire, benches and fences smashed up
and lots of broken beer bottles smashed all over the children’s
play area. This continues to be a real drag on the Parish
Council’s limited resources and something we ask all
parishioners to keep an eye out for and to report to the Police
ASAP.
After being left to its own devices for several years the
Swallowfield Community Orchard was in need of some care to
put it back on track. Thanks to a superb effort by Cllr. Chris
Morrissey, and local residents, we have seen an increase in
tree and ground health. Further works need to be completed at
which time the area will be promoted as a public community
space to be enjoyed by all.

Updating Our Halls

Fieldfayre

The Parish Council continues to maintain the parish halls and is pleased by the many compliments we
receive about our facilities and hall presentation. Last year we upgraded the lighting to new LED lights
which will not only save money in the
future but offer greater scope to users.
The Davies Room has been smartened
up by replacing the old ceiling tiles and
introducing daylight lighting; a fact
much appreciated by the craft groups
that use the room.

Although there has been little outward evidence of progress on redeveloping Fieldfayre over the past
year, a great deal of work has been going on behind the scenes. Architects and associated professionals
have been busy preparing the detailed specifications, obtaining buildings regulations approval,
addressing planning pre-conditions and preparing the tender documentation. At the same time there has
been detailed discussion with the Post Office and plans have been drawn up to enable the PO and stores
to continue trading during the works. Within the last two months, tenders were invited for the construction
contract which will be managed by the
architects. At the same time, an
application has been approved allowing
the Parish Council to borrow the money
needed to finance the project from the
Public Works Loans Board at favourable
treasury backed fixed rates. Further
discussions have taken place with the
bidders and the Parish Council is now
poised to award the construction contract
once the necessary formalities have
been completed.

Externally the soffits have been
replaced, all the old asbestos removed
and new UPVC fascias (which won’t
need repainting), added. Four new
UPVC windows (3 in the main hall and
1 in the Davies Room) make the
external appearance more attractive
and uniform as they replace the old,
insecure, wooden windows. Also, we
have replaced the outside lighting and
added a new external corner light, to
make the hall safer at night.

Litter Pick
The Parish Council is always
pleased to support the efforts of
Nigel and Celia Adams in their
organising of Wokingham Borough
Council’s annual litter pick. This
year saw a better turn-out than
ever before with 71 volunteers
helping on the day. The “haul” of
nearly 150 bags of collected
rubbish,
several
dozen
tyres, multiple car parts, heavy
building materials, oil containers, and drums of solvent now no longer represent an eyesore in our parish.

Flood Resilience Group
Working with the parish council, the FRG is pleased to announce the completion of a hydrologic survey
commissioned by the Parish Council, using grant funding. This report maps the parish and will be used to
identify projects and opportunities to further reduce risk of flooding. The FRG continue to engage with
Wokingham Borough Council and the Environmental Agency to progress initiatives.
The Parish Council has now agreed the maintenance of our ditches and balancing ponds through an
annual maintenance contract. Despite that being the case, councillors, our parish warden and members of
the FRG had a very happy, but dirty, Sunday in March cleaning out silt from the parish owned balancing
ponds.
New supporters are always welcome to our regular public meetings, held in the Rose Room. In the chair
at present are Geoff Stephens and Andy Keith. Please feel free to get in touch on
swallowfieldfrg@gmail.com.

January also saw the “Medals Concert” at All Saints Church that
celebrated the incredible story of finding WW1 and WW2
medals
during
last
years’ litter pick and
returning them to the
rightful
family.
The
medals,
now
fully
restored,
were
on
display and to hear
Oliver Dunn-Hipp, ably
accompanied by his
close friend Malcolm
Forbes-Peckham, was a
wonderful evening.
Planning
Did you know we scrutinised over 50 applications in the last year? We also attend planning committees,
developer community engagement events, do site visits and attend appeals. We speak at planning
committees and appeals as necessary and work closely with WBC on enforcement issues.

